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K-State looks to contain Staten and 
crafty Mountaineers defense 



By Timothy Everson 
the collegian 



Bob Huggins and West Vir- 
ginia (16-3, 4-2) will make the 
trip back west to take on K-State 
(13-8, 5-2) after a crazy Big 12 
overtime win against TCU. 

"It made them in a bet- 
ter mood yesterday," Huggins 
said in the Big 12 teleconfer- 
ence. "But this is a hard league, 
a hard, hard league. You can't 
get too full of yourself and you 
can't get too far down. If you 
get too far down you get buried 
and if you get too full of your- 
self you get knocked off. We 
try to preach even keel. I don't 
think this group has suffered 
from a lack of confidence. Ob- 
viously, we're not any different 
from anyone else. We have a lot 
of things we need to get better 
at. I don't think confidence has 
been an issue." 

The Mountaineers has been 
one of the many surprises in the 
Big 12 season. Picked in the 
bottom half of the Big 12 in the 
preseason poll, Huggins and his 
team have hitched their wagon 
to great defense and stud senior 
point guard and Big 12 pre- 
season player of the year Juwan 
Staten, 

Staten, one of the top four 
scores in the league, shined 
against the Horned Frogs tal- 
lying 18 points and 14 assists 
after scoring a season low three 
points and zero assist in their 
blowout loss against Texas. 

"He's healthy. I think that's 
the biggest thing," Huggins 
said. "He played through some 
stuff. He played through some 
stuff at Texas Tech. You know, 
he lost some weight. I think 
he's just getting back to the 
point where he's healthy and 
bouncy again. It's hard to make 
shots when you don't have that 
bounce. But, he's the engine 
that drives the train so we need 
him to play well." 

Aside from Staten, one of 
West Virginia's biggest weapons 
is how adept they are in forcing 
turnovers. 

The Mountaineers are num- 
ber one in the Big 12 in turnover 
margin with +9.95. The closest 
behind them, Iowa State with 
+2.11. 
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West Virginia seniorguard Juwan Staten dribbles around sopho- 
more guard Jevon Thomas in K-State's victory over the Mounta- 
neers January 18, 2014. 



The Wildcats, however, are 
eighth with a -.063 turnover 
margin. 

"You're going to turn it 
over against them, everyone 
turns it over against them," K- 
State head coach Bruce Weber 
said. "I think it's around 20 
turnovers they cause a game. 
TCU had the game won in regu- 
lation and I still think they had 
19 or 20 turnovers. I think the 
key will not be multiple (turn- 
overs), 3 or 4 in a row. (Hug- 
gins) has this team playing so 
hard. They just keep coming at 
you whether it's full court or 
half court. And, you know it's 
their style. The other thing is 
once you turn it over, get back 
on defense and make sure you 
limit their easy, easy looks and 
make them earn points." 

On the other side of the 
ball, K-State is coming off one 
of their best performances of 
the year in their vengeance style 
win over Oklahoma State at 
home. 

The game included the 
Wildcats patented suffocating 
defense and a monster game 
by senior forward Nino Wil- 
liams who had 20 points and 7 
rebounds on the night. 

Weber has been happy with 



what he's seen over the past sev- 
eral weeks but thinks that the 
game against West Virginia and 
Saturday's road game at Kansas 
will tell the tale of how good 
this Kansas State team is. 

"I think we'll know a little 
bit more about where we sit and 
how we play after this week," 
Weber said. "Since the first 
Oklahoma State game I thought 
we played really good basket- 
ball. We've guarded, we've 
gotten good high percentage 
(shots). You could have given 
us a "A" if we would've found 
a way to beat Iowa State. But 
this is a huge week. We have 
two rated teams. Obviously 
protecting home court is very 
important to us. West Virginia 
has got to be our sole focus and 
we'll see if we can grind out a 
win against them and then go to 
the next one." 

The Mountaineers will be 
the fifth ranked team the Wild- 
cats have played this season and 
the fourth in a little over two 
weeks. 

Both K-State and West Vir- 
ginia are jockeying for second 
place in the conference behind 
Kansas. 

Tipoff is set for 6:00 p.m. in 
Bramlage Coliseum. 
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You don't have to like him, but Weber 
deserves K-State fans' respect 



TIPOFF: K-State vs. West Virginia 




Timothy Everson 
the collegian 



Let's start this off with say- 
ing that this column should not 
be necessary. 

However, in a world where 
people let their sad, selfish 
vendettas get in the way of see- 
ing the truth of the situation, it 
unfortunately is. 

K-State head basketball 
coach Bruce Weber doesn't 
need people to come to his 
defense. Not because he can't 
defend himself, but, because 
until further notice, he shouldn't 
have to. 

But, needless to say, the 
noise no less than three weeks 
ago was deafening; echoing 
from the mouths of a intention- 
ally ignorant, vocal minority. 

FIRE BRUCE WEBER! ! ! ! 
#BURNITDOWN 

That was (and for most still 
is) their shrill battle cry. 

Sure, there was a large 
amount of uneasiness centered 
around what was admittedly a 
disaster of a non-conference 
season. 

It's reasonable, though 
incredibly short-sighted, that 
people could have endured the 
Tennessee, Georgia, and Texas 
Southern losses and panicked. It 
was dark times. 

However, the main detrac- 
tors of Weber did not just 
appear when things went south 
earlier in the season. 

Nope, they were there the 
day Frank Martin left for South 
Carolina. They were there 
when John Currie announced 
Weber as the new head coach. 
They were there when K-State 
celebrated their first Big 12 
championship in the history of 
the Big 12. 

They were there, chomping 



at the bit, like sharks waiting for 
just a small bit of chum thrown 
their way so they could feast. 

It's absolutely sickening. 

Truth is, no one can force 
anyone to like anyone. Nor 
should they. 

However, like or dislike, 
what does Bruce Weber have to 
do to earn just a sliver of some 
of these wayward "K-State" 
fans respect? 

Weber won the 2013 Big 
12 regular season title. This is 
a fact. 

"But he did it with Frank's 
players ! " 

You'll get this fun catch 
phrase and more when talking 
about Weber's greatest achieve- 
ment in his three season here 
so far. 

This is how deep the delu- 
sion is. 

Instead of actually feeling 
pride for a real accomplishment 
for the program, Weber haters 
would rather tear it down brick 
by brick then possibly admit 
that they might have been too 
hasty with the torches and 
pitchforks. 

Tons of coaches inheret 
players that they didn't recruit. 
Coaches, believe it or not, still 
have to coach and people who 
know what there talking about 
agree that Weber is quite the 
coach. 

Big 12 coaches from Kan- 
sas's Bill Self (Weber predeces- 
sor at Illinois) to Oklahoma 
coach and former K-State 
player and coach Lon Kruger 
and all of the coaches in be- 
tween continue to have nothing 
but great things to say about the 
Wildcat's head coach. 

When Weber was fired 
from Illinois in 2012, it sent 
Shockwaves through the Big 10 
and the country. 

No coach was more out- 
spoacken on Weber's dismissal 
then Michigan State head coach 
Tom Izzo. 

"I feel worse for Bruce 
because we lost a good soldier," 
Izzo said in a press conference 
in March of 2012. "And yeah, 
friendship is some of it, but 
it's not all of it. We lost a good 
coach. We got a coach that beat 



me and my team more often 
than not, and I just - 1 can't 
figure that out." 

Frankly, the man is revered 
around the country as a guy 
who does things the right way 
and wins. 

He won at Southern Illinois 
which led him to winning at Il- 
linois including a National Title 
game appearance. 

Are Weber haters prepared 
to call Tom Izzo a liar? Are the 
Weber haters prepared to de- 
clare to the world that they are a 
better basketball mind then Tom 
Izzo or any of the other count- 
less coaches who have spoken 
favorably of him? 

The quote above was just 
one in a entire rant directed at 
Illinois after a Big 10 tourna- 
ment game. 

Where is Illinois now? 
Where is K-State now? 

Illinois is 10th in a Big 10 
conference that is top heavy 
but fairly mediocre and went to 
the NIT and lost in the second 
round last year. K-State, second 
in a extremely competitive Big 
12, lost in the first round of 
the NCAA tournament to the 
eventual National Runner-Up in 
Kentucky. 

There is no arguing with 
insanity. The writing is on the 
wall. Stats can be quoted and 
points can be proved time and 
time again but that only wastes 
time and precious breathe. 

There is no arguing 
with people who have made 
refrigerator magnets (they exist 
folks, no lie) dedicated to their 
misguided, borderline socio- 
pathic cause. 

If you don't like Bruce 
Weber, fine. But there is no way 
you can look at what he's done 
at his two and a half years at K- 
State and not call him a success. 

If it bothers people that 
much, then they should find a 
different team to root for. 

Bruce Weber wins. Period. 

Last time anyone checked, 
that's a good thing. 

Timothy Everson is a 
sophiomore in mass commu- 
nications. Send comments to 
sports@kstatecollegian.com. 



Nino 
Williams' 
mid-range 
shot a lost 
art in todays 
game 



By Tate Steinlage 
the collegian 



While his teammates part 
ways at the 3-point line and near 
the rim for potential put-back 
dunks, Nino Williams bunkers 
down 10- to 15-feet away from 
the basket. 

Catch and shoot, catch and 
shoot. Rinse and repeat. 

The shot is unconventional 
in today's college basketball 
landscape. Offenses have adapt- 
ed the NBA method of drain- 
ing the shot clock by holding 
the ball near half court, perhaps 
swinging it a time or two. If a 
pull-up jumper isn't available 
with seconds to go, pounding it 
down low is the way to go. 

But at 6-foot-5, Williams 
is undersized. He understands 
that and his opponents do as 
well. That's why, for hours upon 
end, the K-State senior forward 
spends his time in the gym 
parked in between the paint and 
the 3-point-line repeating the 
same shot. 

"It's that mid-range game," 
K-State head coach Bruce We- 
ber said Saturday. "Sometimes 
it's simple basketball: take what 
they give you. If they aren't go- 
ing to stop it, just keep doing it. 
That mid-range shot, he's got it 
down. Any mid-range basketball 
is not part of today's basketball 
world." 

Saturday against Oklahoma 
State, Williams started 8-8 from 
the field. All but two came from 
10- to 15-feet. Williams fin- 
ished the game with his second 
20-point effort in as many games 
and, on Monday, the honor of 
Co-Big 12 Player of the Week. 

"He's got that 10- to 15-foot 
jumper down," Oklahoma State 
head coach Travis Ford said. 
"They do a good job putting him 
that position. He understands 
his strengths and he gets it off 
quick. It's a dangerous weapon." 

Williams has seen the ben- 
efit of practice time and a full 
complement of offensive weap- 
ons this season. The senior for- 
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Senior forward Nino Williams nails a jumper in the second half 
of the Wildcats' 63-53 defeat of the Cowboys January 24, 2015, in 
Bramlage Coliseum. 



ward puts up shots for 20 or 30 
minutes before practices and 
then spends time after working 
on his form. 

With Marcus Foster and 
Thomas Gipson garnering most 
of the attention from opposing 
defenses, Williams has been 
able to see that practice time 
come to fruition on the court in 
Big 12 play. 

"I'm a little older now," 
Williams said. "I understand 
ways of scoring and the spot 
where I'm going to score in. 
Playing with Marcus (Foster) 
and Thomas (Gipson), they usu- 
ally key in on one or the other so 
I just get the open looks some- 
time. They find me most of the 
time." 

And most of the time, Wil- 
liams hits the shot. The St. Lou- 
is, Missouri native is averaging 
12 points per game this season, 
including 20 a game over the 
last three games. He has been 
the key figure in K-State's turn- 
around from a 7-6 nonconfer- 
ence season, and will be a fix- 



ture in K-State's potential run at 
a NCAA Tournament berth. 

Slowly but surely, Williams 
is also looking like an All-Big 
12 candidate. 

"The way he (Williams) is 
playing right now is as good as 
anybody," Ford said. "You base 
it on the last three or four games, 
you just look at the numbers and 
they speak for itself. He's lead- 
ing his team to some wins — 
that's always important." 

Tuesday, K-State (12-8, 
5-2) will welcome No. 17 West 
Virginia (16-3, 4-2) into Bram- 
lage Coliseum with the second 
spot in the conference standings 
up for grab. 

Marcus Foster and West 
Virginia's Juwan Staten will be 
the talking points prior to tipoff , 
but it's Nino Williams' mid- 
range game that will likely make 
all the difference. The uncon- 
ventional, forgotten shot in the 
college basketball that Williams 
thrives upon. 

"I'm pretty confident in it," 
he said. 
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Tate Steinlace 
the collecian 



Jan. 27 has probably been 
scribbled out on West Virginia's 
calendar. Earlier this month, this 
matchup was a one-sided affair, one 
you would pencil down as a win. 
Since then, however, K-State has 
rattled off five conference wins and 
now faces the No. 3-ranked team 
in the conference as one of the two 
teams positioned in front of them. 

That being said, here's who 
now has the advantage and how the 
two teams match up: 

Front court: K-State 

The Wildcats have struggled 
rebounding the ball this season 
and West Virginia has a consider- 
able edge on the boards. Naturally, 
one would think the Mountaineers 
are favorites in the front court, es- 
pecially with a scorer like senior 
Jonathan Holton, who (as a senior) 
is averaging 9.9 points and 6.3 re- 
bounds per game. 

Nino Williams has changed 
all of that. The senior forward has 
been a pillar for K-State all season, 
and the past two weeks he's looked 
like one of the conference's best 
players. 

Williams has hit the 20-point 
mark in his last two games. His 
midrange game is among the best 
in the country, and his ability to 
extend defenses is unrivaled in the 
Big 12. 

West Vkginia will be forced 
to key on Williams. He's simply 
too talented to leave unguarded be- 
tween 10-15 feet from the basket. 
That should open the door for se- 
nior Thomas Gipson to have a big 
game underneath and sophomore 
Marcus Foster on the outside. 

Back court: West Virginia 

If you had to find a word to 



describe the Mountaineers' back 
court, it would be "pesky." Head 
coach Bob Huggins' bench is 10- 
deep and for good reason: all con- 
tribute. 

West Virginia is averaging 
almost 13 steals per game, and 
surprisingly, no one player is av- 
eraging more than 2.1 a contest. 
Similarly, the Mountaineers are 
averaging 15 assists per game, but 
only star senior guard Juwan Staten 
is averaging more than two a game. 

With a batch of contributors, 
Huggins has the players to go to. 
He's also blessed with a player 
like Staten on his team, who ranks 
fourth in the conference with 15.2 
points per game. 

K-State has struggled at the 
point guard position at times this 
season. The team has also been 
lackadaisical with handling the ball. 
With the ability to score, steal and 
assist the ball. West Virginia has the 
upper hand in the back court. 

K-State X-Factor: Justin 
Edwards 

Edwards needed time. The Big 
12 is a beast of its own. The junior 
also needed to take the pressure off 
himself. "Let the game come to 
me," in his own words. 

With seven conference games 
under his belt and some confidence, 
Edwards is beginning to showcase 
why he was so highly touted out 
of Maine as a transfer. In K-State's 
last five games, the Ontario native 
is averaging 9.6 points per game. 
Yes, he's shooting the ball better 
from the outside, but more im- 
portantly, he's driving hard to the 
basket and adding an entirely new 
dimension to the K-State offense. 

Edwards will need to do much 
of the same against the Mountain- 
eers if K-State hopes to knock of 
yet another ranked Big 12 oppo- 
nent. And with the focus on Foster, 
Gipson and, now, Williams, Ed- 
wards will have the opportunities 
and space to contribute. 

West Virginia X-Factor: 
Baxter Miles Jr. 

In West Virginia's last two 
losses, freshman Miles has totaled 
just three points on 1-8 shooting. 
The freshman returned to form Sat- 
urday in the Mountaineer's over- 
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Junior guard Justin Edwards gets a look at the basket as he tries to dribble around Oklahoma State forward 
Mitchell Solomon in the second half of the Wildcats' 63-53 defeat of the Cowboys January 24, 2015, in Bramlage 
Coliseum. 



time win against TCU, tallying 10 
points. But 7 points in the three 
games prior is alarming for a starter 
who isn't known for assisting the 
ball. 

If Miles is able to get going. 
West Virginia can be overwhelm- 
ing on the offensive end with 
Staten and Holton regularly scor- 
ing in double-digits. But K-State's 



defense has been excellent defen- 
sively, limiting teams to production 
only from their stars. 

On the road in the Big 12, West 
Virginia will need more from play- 
ers like Miles if the team wishes to 
leave Bramlage Coliseum with an- 
other conference road win. 



Matchup to watch: Foster 
vs. Staten 

The two can score at will, but 
which one can best the other on the 
defensive end with the game on the 
line? 

Tate Steinlage is a junior in 
mass communications. Please 
send all comments to sports@ 
kstatecollegian.com 



Power Ranking: Top 10 Big 12 players to look out for this week 



By Emilio Rivera 

THE collegian 



1. Junior Georges Niang 

— Forward — Iowa 
State 

TJie leader of the most 
prolific offense in the Big 12, 
Niang has enough skill around 
the basket to pace a team load- 
ed with scorers. Averaging 14.6 
points per game, the junior has 
managed to lead the Cyclones 
in points, while also being 
able to muscle up and grab re- 
bounds. 

2. Junior Perry Ellis — 
Forward — Kansas 

TJie Wichita, Kansas na- 
tive has been making his name 
known for the second-straight 
season, leading the Jayhawks in 
both points and rebounds. El- 
lis — who was once seemingly 
lost in the Kansas system be- 
cause of the talent around him 

— has made himself the person 
who has to have the ball. 

Without Ellis' presence 
in the paint — his ability to 



rebound the ball and get off 
second-chance shots on the of- 
fensive end, while being one of 
the anchors on the defensive 
side — Kansas would be less 
effective down low. 

3. Sophomore Marcus 
Foster — Guard — K- 
State 

Ever since his debacle in 
Stillwater, Foster has looked 
every bit the star that the 
Wildcats need him to be to be 
competitive in the Big 12. Av- 
eraging 13.7 points per game, 
Foster gives his team a needed 
bonus in his ability to both get 
to the basket and shoot from be- 
hind the arc. 

With 49 3-point shots so 
far on the season, it is easy to 
see why Foster scores as many 
points as he does. His percent- 
age from behind the arc (41 
percent) is one of the best in the 
country. 

4. Junior Phil Forte HI 
— Guard — Oklahoma 
State 

When one talks about le- 
thal Big 12 scorers. Forte has to 



be on the list. The junior sim- 
ply knows how to get points 
in anyway that he can. Two of 
Forte's intangibles propel him 
to success: his ability to shoot 
the three, ranking third in the 
conference with 2.63 makes per 
game; and his ability to get to 
the free-throw line and knock 
down shots, with 86-makes on 
the season. 

5. Sophomore Frank 
Mason III — Guard — 
Kansas 

TJie oft-forgotten point 
guard for the Jayhawks, while 
standing only 5-foot-ll, is 
another key aspect of the Jay- 
hawks' success this far this 
season. Maybe even the most 
important. Mason has enough 
talent, paired with a knowledge 
of the game, to find the best op- 
tion on the offensive side for his 
team. 

Averaging 12.7 points per 
game. Mason isn't a slouch 
in scoring himself. He is also 
known to be able to find the ball 
after a shot, leading to him put- 
ting up decent numbers in the 
rebounding game. 



6. Freshman Myles 
Turner — Forward — 
Texas 

While 1 1 .6 points per game 
isn't spectacular in a confer- 
ence like the Big 12, Turner's 
ability down low makes him 
a true star in the conference. 
With 6.8 rebounds per game, 
the freshman has shown that he 
can power the ball away from 
most of the conference's more 
experienced big men. 

The thing that sets Turner 
apart from other players at his 
position, though, is his ability 
to get to the charity strip and, 
more importantly, take advan- 
tage with his free shots. Shoot- 
ing 88 percent from the free- 
throw line. Turner has special 
ability as a big man to shoot 
that shot. 

7. Senior Le'Bryan Nash 
— Guard/Forward — 
Oklahoma State 

With a team-leading 5.8 
rebounds per game, the Cow- 
boys' swing man is a pivotal 
piece of thek offense. Nash has 
the ability to score anywhere 



near the basket, averaging 17.3 
points per game. Additionally, 
his ability to score in opposite 
to Forte helps the Cowboys 
click. 

8. Junior Buddy Hield — 
Guard — Oklahoma 

Hield, the Sooner's of- 
fense, is the conference's top 
scorer, averaging 17.8 points 
per game. He can score from 
any spot on the court, whether 
it's a 3-pointer or driving to- 
wards the basket. Hield knows 
how to get the job done for his 
team. 

9. Senior Juwan Staten 
— Guard — West Vir- 
ginia 

Though the Mountaineers 
flew under the radar to start the 
season, Staten 's game has lifted 



them so far in Big 12 play. Av- 
eraging 15.2 points per game, 
Staten is a true scoring threat 
in the conference. Not only 
can he score, he can also dish 
out points to his teammates, 
averaging 4.4 assists per game. 
Without Staten, the Mountain- 
eers would lose their only true 
scoring threat. 

10. Senior Nino Williams 
— Forward — K-State 

Just edging into the confer- 
ence's top 10 is the Wildcats' 
hot-handed shooter. Williams 
ability to shoot the baseline 
jumper cannot be underrated 
in a college basketball world 
where that shot is rarely seen 
anymore. Williams is shoot- 
ing an impressive 53.9 percent 
from the field so far this season. 
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